2020 Progress Report
Every Child Deserves an Equal Opportunity to Learn
Tutoring and mentoring students in Ravenswood schools in
East Palo Alto and eastern Menlo Park since 2008.

L

ooking back on my first year as Executive Director for ASM, I’m
filled with gratitude and inspiration at what our volunteers, donors,
partners and supporters have helped us accomplish. Our amazing
team of volunteers contributed over 1,000 volunteer hours per
month with our in-class tutoring, literacy intervention, and 5th
grade book club programs in Ravenswood schools. When schools
closed in March, our partners joined us to address the most urgent
needs of our students, supporting them in new ways by organizing
and distributing technology and learning materials. Thanks to the
generosity of our donors, our team was able to creatively and
swiftly develop an online tutoring program that enabled us to
continue supporting our most vulnerable students.
As we begin a new school year, we are prepared to support the
students and teachers of Ravenswood with two new virtual
tutoring programs. This support is crucial as experts around the
country fear that distance learning will exacerbate America’s
existing educational inequity, making it harder than ever for
students who live in low income communities to learn, putting
them at a greater disadvantage compared to their wealthier
peers. Our commitment to these young Ravenswood students is to
continue with our individualized support because we believe that
education is a means to achieving equity and opportunity for all.
Through our commitment to equal education, we have the power
to help build social justice. Together we will ensure that all children
receive the best education possible in Ravenswood schools so
that students who come from anywhere can pursue their dreams
everywhere. Thank
you for all you do
to make our work
possible.

With gratitude,
Angie Holman,
Executive Director

Where the Need is Greatest
Our volunteers work with students in the
local community where the need is greatest:
Ravenswood’s three elementary schools and the
middle school.
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We focus on building literacy and social-emotional
skills of students from Transitional Kindergarten
through 8th grade. ASM’s programs have been
requested by all the schools we support. Our
approach is unique:
• Volunteers tutor and mentor students
every week, all school year, building
strong relationships
• Volunteers are trained by the district for
seamless support
• Volunteers partner with classroom
teachers to meet each student’s unique
needs
• Our new remote tutoring program will
engage students in an innovative way
until we can safely return to school

OUR VOLUNTEERS GO THE EXTRA MILE
Lori Brockman had retired from her
career and been volunteering in her
own kids’ schools. As her kids grew,
their teachers no longer needed
parents in the classroom. Luckily six
years ago, a good friend told her about
ASM. Lori was matched with a 3rd
grade teacher and worked with several
students including Amir, who had social
difficulties, trouble focusing, and could
be disruptive in class.
Together, Lori and the teacher devised
a plan. “When I was in the classroom,
he was sitting next to me.” The teacher
would give her Amir’s independent
work and the two would work together
one-on-one for 20 minutes. Then,
rather than Amir returning to his table,
Lori would say, “I’m going to work
with Jose now, and you’re going to sit
quietly and work independently right
here with me.”
“It was challenging at first,” said
Lori, but “when
that plan worked,
when he started to
really focus with
me, that was the
moment I started to
feel like there was
something special
between us.”
And what does
Amir say about

Lori? “She’s nice and she’s kind,”
then he smiled, “and she makes me
more smart, more intelligent, and with
math I can be a scientist and a doctor
one day.” And then he seemed to look
inward, adding “I always keep her in
my heart.”
Amir’s teachers say he has made
tremendous progress over the past two
years with Lori. Fourth grade teacher
Ms. Baik explains, “Amir has so much
potential but it was hard for him to
focus in a class of 31 students. Working
with him one-on-one, Lori helped Amir
develop an improved attitude and
accountability for his own learning.
I’ve seen Amir improve in many ways
including sustained reading, note
taking during lessons and perseverance
to work through problems.”
This year will be Lori’s third year
supporting Amir. “I’m in it for the long
haul. I love the work.”

Our nearly 200 volunteers
donate about 1,100 hours per
month to Ravenswood schools
at no charge to the district or
families. That’s the equivalent
of 7 full time employees.

OUR VOLUNTEERS
INSPIRE US
TO READ MORE VOLUNTEER
STORIES, VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.allstudentsmatter.org
“Thank you, All Students
Matter volunteers, for your
support and dedication
to our students and
instructional program!
Your commitment is critical
during this time. The
individual tutoring you
provide to students makes
a tremendous difference
and will be instrumental to
ensure the future success of
every student.”
Gina Sudaria,
Superintendent,
Ravenswood City School District

STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM OUR SUPPORT
Every year, 100% of teachers
surveyed say ASM volunteers have a
measurable impact on the academic
and social-emotional skills of their
students. The individualized support
meets each student’s unique needs
and our one-on-one approach builds
strong bonds.

“Now that I have worked with ASM volunteers in my classroom, I realize
what a valuable contribution they can make and how much it helps my
students. In just a few hours per week, the volunteers are able to provide
more one-on-one time with my neediest students than I ever could on my
own. I am a real believer in the value that volunteers can provide in my
classroom. I don’t know how I ever survived before I had them.”
Carmen Garcia, Willow Oaks 3rd Grade Teacher

NEW THIS YEAR
Expansion into Middle School
ASM will deepen its support for Ravenswood students by offering oneon-one tutoring designed specifically for 6th-8th grade students. As
with our elementary school program, volunteers will be trained in using
the school’s online tools, building academic skills and providing socialemotional support. Middle school tutors will also mentor students,
encouraging and inspiring them to pursue their passions, explore new
subject areas and strengthen self-confidence before they enter high
school.
Virtual Tutoring
ASM is committed to addressing inequities from distance learning. Incorporating best practices from our summer program, we
have launched two virtual tutoring programs:
Synchronous Tutoring
• Partnering with TK-5th
grade teachers to connect
with students during
virtual class time
• Working one-on-one with
students in virtual breakout
rooms
• Focusing on guided
reading

Asynchronous Tutoring
• Connecting with students
outside of class time using
an online platform
• Working one-on-one with
2nd-8th grade students
• Focusing on literacy and
writing

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

Do you want to help students achieve their potential and
thrive? Join us and discover how rewarding the ASM
experience can be. These students need you more than ever.
Volunteers say:
“I love working with the kids, establishing a connection
with them and seeing their progress throughout the year.”
“That hour of tutoring is a huge joy to me. I have
become very bonded with those kids. They’re all
extraordinary children.”

BECOME A SUPPORTER

Your donation makes a difference for students who could
benefit from extra support and will help them achieve their
potential. Donors say:
“By supporting ASM, I am making an impact in local
public schools where the need is greatest.”
“There are few nonprofits that have such a direct
impact on the daily lives of the Ravenswood students.”

“I think everybody needs to have purpose. For me, it is
supporting kids and especially education - there is no
bigger impact, which is why I do it.”

VOLUNTEER
To Learn More or Sign Up
visit www.allstudentsmatter.org
or email Executive Director Angie Holman
at angie@allstudentsmatter.org

“ASM is an effective, well-organized, efficient
organization that serves the children in our community
who need the most support. Thousands of children have
been helped by mentorship, improved reading skills,
confidence boosts, and having a caring adult in their
lives.”

DONATE

Online: www.allstudentsmatter.org
Mail: All Students Matter, PO Box 384 Menlo Park CA 94026
All Students Matter is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and your donation is tax-deductible • Tax ID: 47-1582614

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2020-21 LEADERSHIP TEAM

MAJOR SUPPORTERS

Jeanette Kennedy, Chairman
Cindy Tipton, Secretary
Sher Amos-Grosser
Susan Hornbeek
Jay Siegel
Parke Treadway

Angie Holman - Executive Director
Keri Tully - Program Director
Marsha Abbott - Treasurer
Sher Amos-Grosser - Director of Communications
Carolyn Bowsher - Ravenswood Education Foundation Liaison
Amy Boyle - Site Director Costaño Elementary School
Jessie Chan - Project Coordinator
Lori Brockman - Site Director Belle Haven School
Jill Hamor - Development Coordinator
Fernanda Jimenez - Site Director Los Robles-Ronald McNair Acad.
Kathy Kau - Site Director Belle Haven School
Grayson Lane - Advisor for Elementary Asynchronous Tutoring
Kerrin Meinhardt - Events Coordinator
Leigh Anne Reichow - Site Director Costaño Elementary School
Cindy Tipton - Director of Data Operations & Analysis
Jill Zanolli - Site Director Cesar Chavez Ravenswood Middle School
Stacie Zell - Site Director Cesar Chavez Ravenswood Middle School

Aitken-Young Family
Juliana and Dana Andersen
Anonymous (2)
Jane E. Aaron Fund
Capelouto Maya Family Fund
Ann B. Carter Family Fund
Chambers Family Foundation
Debbie and Mark Ewing
Sally and Craig Falkenhagen
Catharine Fergus Garber and Dan Garber
Hahn Charitable Family Fund
Lynn Hollyn
Susan and Gary Hornbeek
Jeanette and Kevin Kennedy
Cynthia Klustner
Zee Zee Matta and Steve Kundich
Shelly and David Orlando
Peery Foundation
Larry and Carol Peiros
Dan and Allison Rose
Mallika and Chandran Sankaran
Jay Siegel and Linda Carr
Sandra Taylor
Parke Treadway and Kurt Lehman
Michelle Tsui and David Tsiang
Sinha Vullikanti Family Fund
Stacie and Gerard Zell

ADVISORY PARTNERS
Carolyn Blatman, Former ASM
Executive Director
Barbara Rosston, Nonprofit Board
Consultant
Erin Gonce Wakshlag, Educator,
Former Ravenswood Literacy
Coordinator
Jenna Wachtel Pronovost, Executive
Director, Ravenswood Education
Foundation
Children’s Health Council
Counseling and Support Services for
Youth (CASSY)
Haas Center for Public Service at
Stanford

SPECIAL THANKS
A special thank you to the professionals who donate their time to
make this progress report possible:
Maggie Oren, Designer, MB Design
Irene Searles, Photographer

City of Menlo Park Community Fund
Facebook Local Community Fund
Palo Alto Community Fund
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund
Philanthropic Ventures Foundation
Rotary Club of Menlo Park
Rotary Club of Palo Alto

TO VOLUNTEER, DONATE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION
Angie Holman, Executive Director • angie@allstudentsmatter.org • www.allstudentsmatter.org
PO Box 384 Menlo Park CA 94026

Tax ID: 47-1582614
www.allstudentsmatter.org

